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A Trip to St. Michaels 

 
Maggie is visiting her friend, Lauren, in St. Michaels, Maryland.  Like many travelers, 

Maggie keeps a journal of her adventures and the sights she sees. As you read these pages 
from Maggie’s journal, think about how the places might look. Then help Maggie by illustrating 
the journal. Draw your sketches on the right-hand side of the journal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name __________________________ 
 
Date ___________________________ 

 The Town That Fooled the British
Lauren and I began our tour by 
walking past the Cannonball House.  
During the War of 1812, the British 
attacked St. Michaels. The town 
fooled them by hanging lanterns on 
treetops and ship masts. The British 
cannons aimed too high! Only one 
home was hit by a cannon ball! It 
came into the attic and rolled down 
the stairs, scaring a woman and her 
baby. Today this house still stands! 

 Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum 

This museum has 26 buildings on 
17 acres of land. The best part is 
that the land is right next to the 
water.  We walked through the 
museum grounds and saw exhibits 
about oysters and crabs. We saw a 
replica of John Smith’s shallop. I 
learned about log canoes. My 
favorite part was the lighthouse that 
was moved here from the water.  
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 Hooper Strait Lighthouse 
With its steel legs and six sides, this 
lighthouse looks like a spacecraft. It 
sits proudly on the grounds of the 
museum near the water. The three 
floors are full of furniture and other 
items that gave me an idea of what 
it was like to live as a lighthouse 
keeper. I especially liked the porch 
that wrapped around the tall 
lighthouse. I could see into the Bay 
and gaze at the town from this spot.

 Log Canoes 
Last night Lauren and I went to 
watch the log canoe races. Long 
ago the Powhatan Indians made 
these canoes by slowly burning the 
logs of loblolly pine or tulip popular 
trees. Then the ashes were 
carefully scraped away. For speed, 
the English added a sail to the 
canoe. These unusual sailing 
canoes can be 30 feet long and 5 
feet wide.  

 The Old Inn 
 
I love the old red brick building 
called the Old Inn. It was built 
around 1816 and still stands today. 
I was amazed when Lauren told me 
that it is one of the few places in St. 
Michaels to have a cellar. People 
cooked food in a big fireplace here. 
Besides being a home, the Old Inn 
was also an inn and even a bank!   


