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A Pachyderm Packs For a World Tour!

Imagine a giant elephant coming to your city. An

% elephant named Nomkhubulwane is on a world tour! In

a the graphic organizer below, you will learn more about
/ I \ this elephant that has been made from tires! She recently

traveled from her “birthplace” in Africa to the Wild 09

Conference in Mexico City.

Recycling gives us the opportunity to

create art!

A — Appearance

a. made of recycled
rubber tire strips

b. tire strips are framed
on steel

c. the tires appear to be
woven together

d. raised trunk

e. large ears

f. two large tusks

B — Meaning of Name . .
C — Dimensions

a. named the elephant for a Zulu
goddess

b. goddess is said to be able to
change into various animals

c. she is thought of as Mother
Earth

a i 7

a. weight — 1.3 tons

b. height — 3.07 meters
c. length — 5.57 meters
d. width — 1.9 meters

D — Symbolism

a. shows importance of
recycling

b. people think about
migration as this art
makes a tour

c. shows how
necessary it is to
protect wild areas

Nomkhubulwane, | —» F—Artist
the Elephant a. Andries Botha, from
South Africa, wanted
/ people to think about
i creativity when he
E — Fun Facts made her.
b. one of many large
conference in Mexico in sculpted
November 2009

b. will tour various cities in North

America in 2009 and 2010
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1 - Use the ideas in the B box to tell about
this elephant. Remember to use her name
from the center box, too.

2 — Use the ideas in the A and C boxes to
tell about the way this unusual piece of art
looks.

3 — Use the ideas in the F and D boxes
to tell more about the elephant.

4 - Write a concluding sentence. Use the
ideas from the E, Fun Facts box, to sum up
the ideas about this elephant art.
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Dear Colleague,

Many teachers have asked me for more writing activities of this type so this week we
correlate Judith Gould’s four-square writing system with a very unusual recycling project.
Imagine using tires to construct an elephant, and a traveling one at that! This is such a
fascinating work of both art and love. We hope you will take the time to show your students
more of the artist’s work at http://www.andriesbotha.net/. You can also find out more about the
WILD 09 Conference and this very special elephant at
http://www.wild.org/community/photos/album/72157622476030087/the-zulu-goddess-of-earth-
nomkhubulwane.html

Before launching into ideas for extensions, let’s review some of the principles of writing.
| believe it is a key to success to first model the entire procedure for the class. | like to divide
the class into several small groups and ask each group to write a story. | am a big believer that
children learn well from one another. To help with this, | usually put large sheets of chart paper
on the board or wall in the square shape and have the class brainstorm ideas, which | write on
appropriate papers. Then | divide the class into groups and give each group one of the chart
papers. But, before | hand the paper to the groups, | take out the biggest pair of scissors | can
find and make quite a show of cutting the paper like an indented paragraph —

This always results in a lot of laughter and cements the need to indent in young
minds!

Finally, after group editing, the group puts the paragraphs together to form an essay.
This helps children to concentrate on content and to see the form in gradual stages.

While there are many types of graphic organizers for us to use, | am a fan of the simple
square. Children can draw it by themselves during a standardized test. That’s a bonus!

To extend this lesson, have children look around and find material that will be
discarded. See if they can create something unusual. Remind them that Andries Botha thought
about symbolism. See if they can consider this, too. | found the elephant’s name to be quite
unusual (and long!) It seems to be the perfect candidate for playing that game, “Find the little
words.” | suggest making this a challenge. See who can find the most words in
Nomkhubulwane over a week. This is not simply a time waster. Children learn valuable
lessons about how consonants and vowels go together when they play these types of word
games.

Happy teaching! * Given the nature of this activity, the primary
Kathy and intermediate versions look very similar.
Goals:

Children will read a graphic organizer containing notes about an elephant sculpture. Children
are given a four-square organizer to help them write a five paragraph essay using the
information. Specific directions are given for teachers along with helpful classroom tips. The
activity is available on the primary and intermediate levels. The activity correlates with the
IRA/NCTE Standard, “Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use
different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a
variety of purposes.”
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